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Roger R. Hock, professor of Psychology at New England College, recounts and illuminates forty of

the most elegant and influential studies that have shaped our understanding of human behavior

during psychology's brief past. Each study chosen for this book is presented in a meaningful and

accessible style within a consistent format that includes: a brief introduction and overview of

historical events leading up to the study, the theory and hypotheses underlying the research, a

description of the design and methods used to carry out the research, a clear, understandable

summary of the study's significance to the field of psychology and to a wider understanding of

human behavior, a discussion of subsequent related research launched by the study as well as

criticisms of the research, a brief demonstration of the study's on-going influence through a

sampling of current studies that have incorporated the original research, and a list of references for

further reading.
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I would expect a book on such intricate studies such as this to be difficult to read and confusing, but

instead it leaves the reader with an incredible clarity of mind. The writing style is so engaging and

effortless that you find yourself in the middle of a difficult subject before you know it. Actually, it

reads like a novel, a novel of discovery.

I read this book when I took Introduction to Psychology several years ago, and now I use it in the



classes I teach. It's a wonderful collection of classic studies organized by topic. The original articles

have been edited, so that they are easy for the beginning student to read. This book is a great way

to introduce the science of psychology to students.

I'm a psych major in college, so I naturally enjoyed reading about these important studies. However,

I think anyone could enjoy this book. It's very readable and covers crucial research from all areas of

psychology. Read about one study or all forty; this is a great book!

I bought this as summer reading for my AP Psychology class. I could not put it down. I don't usually

enjoy sitting down and reading a school book, but the way that the authors format the chapters

makes everything so easy and enjoyable.

This book was required reading for a graduate class I am taking. Most of the studies I had already

learned inundergraduate classes. But this book was a nice review of those theories and was an

easy read.
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